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the cruel demon, Naraka, on the previous day.
' Sankranti commemorates the release of the
world from the clutches of the demon Bali whom
Visnu drove away by His prowess.  It also
demonstrates the immense mercy of the Lord
who pardoned him in spite of his wickedness
because he supplicated and who even took upon
himself the burden of protecting him so long as he
lived. Another class of festivals is the celebration
of the birthdays of the avataras of God and of
saints who have bequeathed to us their wisdom
of the things of this world and the worlds beyond.